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May 21, 2002 
 
Department:  Visual and Performing Arts 
 
Course Title:  Studio Art AP 
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Grade Level:   11 and 12 
 
Semester Hours: 10 
 
Prerequisite:  B or better in Drawing and Painting 3-4, or teacher approval 
 
Course Description: This course will build upon the skills and concepts in Drawing and 

Painting 3-4, with emphasis on assembling a personal portfolio.  Twelve 
Concentration pieces of the student’s work should reflect the pursuit of a 
single theme and exploration of a particular mode of working.  The 
additional twelve Breath pieces of work may show an investigation of 
historical or cultural movements with the student’s own style reflected, 
and/or, work showing the degree of artistic skill the student is capable of 
attaining while working in a variety of subjects.  The student has the 
option of submitting one of 3 portfolios for AP credit.  A sketchbook will 
be kept to record and explore weekly observations. 

 
I. Student Learning Objectives 
 

A. Standard - (1.0) Students use advanced observational and perceptional skills to 
create original works of art, some of which are drawn from a singular theme or 
problem. (Concentration part of the AP Portfolio) 

 
  The student will: 
 
  1.  Solve challenging visual art problems independently. 
 

2. Further work on developing their own personal style, while still 
analyzing and evaluating movements in art history, as well as educating 
themselves about how various cultures have influenced the many 
different arts of today. 

 
B. Standard - (1.0) Students analyze aesthetic qualities of their artwork and the 

works of others and refine their own works. 
 



  The student will: 
 

1.  Use the appropriate language verbally or through writing to form and 
defend judgments about the effectiveness of a piece of art. 
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  2. Use a high level of original thinking to offer multiple solutions to specific 
   visual arts problems. 
 

C. Standard - (2.0) In addition to working on their 12 theme pieces, the students will 
continue to develop and build drawing and painting skills, and/or 3-D building 
and assembling skills, in a variety of media, as well as round out their portfolios 
by exploring and demonstrating abilities using various subject matters and 
approaches. (Breath part of AP Portfolio) 

 
  The student will: 
 

1. Use the elements and principles of design in technically proficient and 
intuitive ways. 

   
  2. Use innovative visual metaphors in creating artwork. 
 
  3. Apply media techniques and processes with sufficient skill, confidence 
   and sensitivity that their intentions are carried out in their artwork. 
 

D.  Standard - (2.0) Pursue a single concern in depth, and over time, a personal 
commitment to a specific visual idea or particular mode of working. 

 
  The student will: 
 
  1.  Produce 12 quality pieces. 
 
  2.  Show considerable time, effort and thought in their work. 
 

3.  Show a sustained and creative development of the problem, and these 
pieces will not be just a collection of works of different intent. 

 
  4. Complete a written commentary that briefly describes the concentration 
   of work. 
 

E. Standard - (3.0) Research and describe the historical and cultural origins of 
specific images and ideas and explain why they are of value in either their own 
artwork or the artwork of others. 



 
  The student will: 
 

1.  Continue to gain a deeper understanding of the impact of history, as well 
as culture, on the arts. 

 
2. Identify, describe, interpret and analyze stylistic elements in artwork 

from the past and present times. 
 

3. Gain an understanding of how their own symbol making developed and 
share this with other students from cultures other than their own. 
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F. Standard - (4.0) Analyze and interpret artwork for their relationships among 
them for form, context and purposes. 

 
  The student will: 
 

1.  Study and play the role of art critic through writing about their own work 
in their portfolios, as well as about their fellow students’ work. 

 
2. Analyze common characteristics and variations, in the meanings of the 

work of other’s through critiques. 
 

3.   Continue to be open to the criticism of others as they articulate their 
feelings about the work. 

 
4. Compare the materials, technologies, media and processes of the visual 

arts with those of other arts disciplines, as well as those that appear quite 
different in their purposes. 

 
G. Standard - (5.0) Continue to further educate themselves of career opportunities in 

the arts by attending presentations of various schools and businesses in the 
community. 

 
  The student will: 
 

1.  Continue to venture out to research facilities, museums, galleries, 
professional art schools and experience art as a way of life. 

 
2. Prepare portfolios of their original artwork for a variety of purposes (e.g., 

review for post-secondary application, exhibition, job application and 
personal collection). 

 



II. Sample Assessments 
 
  A.  Teacher made written assignments, homework, tests and evaluations. 
 
  B. Daily participation in class with media, oral reports and sketchbooks. 
   
  C.  Self-evaluation, critique of class-work. 
 
  D. Portfolio presentation and handling of solo exhibit. 
 
III. Suggested Time Distribution (Approximately 2 weeks per Breath piece; 3 weeks per 

Concentration piece).  Matting and taking slides for the portfolio will take up the latter 
part of the class time. 

 
A. Development of technique   20% 
 
B. Creative expression/evaluation  50% 
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 C. Sensory perception    10% 
 
 D. Cultural/Historical    20% 
 
IV. Recommended Materials: 
 
 A.  Textbooks: 
 
  1.  Discovering Drawing, by Ted Rose 
 
  2. The Visual Experience, by Jack Hobbs and Richard Salome 
 


